Since each piece of hardware in the described system has been purchased individually, and because digital hardware costs are declining, the above dollar figures are estimated to be 1 2%-i 5% too high. The system would be maintained with a maintenance contract similar to those used for nuclear medicine and digital fluorography systems or CT scanners.
Maintenance contracts are usually estimated at 1 0%/year of the initial equipment costs. These hardware expenses do not include the prorated software costs required to operate the system.
Discussion
Our clinical colleagues expect and deserve rapid access to any and all patient image information.
But at times centralized filing does not serve them well. X-ray film jackets can only be used by one user at a time, and competition may develop for their availability. 
